B-3024

B-3022 - B-3027 1795/1848-1876
2-50 E. Montgomery St. (North side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

The north side of the unit block of E. Montgomery St. is most
noteworthy for containing 36 E. Montgomery St., the earliest (1795)
surviving brick house in the Federal Hill area. The original two and
a half story high, three bay wide house, with two dormer windows and belt
course, is now in extreme disrepair, with the easternmost bay having
collapsed and large sections of the roof missing. On either side of
36 E. Montgomery St. there were originally a number of early two and a
half story houses, but these have all been razed, or replaced by later
structures. The western section of the block was not improved until
1848 when a row of two story plus attic brick houses (2-12 E. Montgomery
St.), and a row of three story, two bay wide, gable roofed houses (14-18,
and 20 E. Montgomery St.) were built. At the eastern end of the block
there is a group of large, three story, two bay wide Italianate-style
townhouses, with shed roofs and bracketed cornices, built in the early
1870's. 50 E. Montgomery St. is a three story, three bay wide brick
building with shed roof that until recently served a mixed commercial/
residential function. All of the houses in this block are currently
unoccupied, but have recently been sold by the city to private owners
and are awaiting renovation and rehabitation.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This three story, two bay brick house with gable roof was originally part of a
pair of such houses which were built on this site at about the same time as the
neighboring groups of houses at 14-18 and 2-12 E. Montgomery St.

The house is three stories in height, 13 1/2' wide, and occupies a lot 80 1/2'
deep. The house is two rooms deep with a three story high, one bay wide and deep stair
hall extension which connects the main house to a two story high, two bay deep rear
addition. This addition is now almost completely fallen in and will undoubtedly be
removed when the house is renovated. The house is constructed in running bond. The
low-pitched gable roof has a simple brick cornice. There is a double rectangular
chimney located along the west side of the rear roof gable.

The second and third floor window openings have splayed brick lintels and wood
sills. The first floor window and door openings have round arched lintels. All of
the openings are currently boarded over and no original sash remains. The house sits
on a low basement, the entrance being reached by a single low stone stoop.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is significant as being representative of a large group of three story,
gable~roofed houses built in the Federal Hill area in the 1840's and 1850's to serve
as combination residential/commercial structures. The first floor area served as
a store-front and the family lived on the two floors above. Buildings of this type
served the needs of a growing community which was attracting an influx of small
shop-keepers to provide goods and services for the local residents.

The house was built by Alfred Harris who ran a cabinetmaking shop at this location
~in the 1850's. . . TA latetr owner, a Christopher Witteman, who also a

abinetmaker and pianomaker, who lived here through the 1880's

lgaltimore City Land Records, Liber AWB 402, Folio 279; GR 632, Folio 260;
Baltimore City Directory, 1850, 1875
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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20 E. Montgomery Street
Block 0896 Lots 020
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3024 20 E. Mﬂﬁtgomery St.
| M.E.H. 4/79

South elevation




